Introduction
The two remarkable ant specimens we describe below were sent to us originally by Mr. R. R. Snelling of the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History in California. After prolonged study, we concluded that they represent a genus and species of Myrmicinae certainly very unlike any ants previously described, and that they could not reasonably be included in any living formicid tribe so far known. True, this new ant shares some striking habitus characters with certain Dacetini ( Glamyromyrmex , Gymnomyrmex) and also with the anomalous Phalacromyrmex (Kempf i960), but analysis of these similarities indicates to us that they are mostly convergent and not based on close phylogenetic relationship.
In addition to comparisons with living ant genera, we checked through some likely fossil groups. Our attention soon came to rest on the primitive myrmicine genus Agroecomyrmex of the Oligocene Baltic Amber (Wheeler 1914 Figure 3 ; its constituent setae are thick, stiff and pigmented, short near the masticatory margin and becoming longer lateroventrad. In the closed mandibles, the brushes are visible only from ventral view. The trophi were dissected in both the holotype and paratype. The maxillary palpi were never clearly seen, but the parts assumed to represent them are extremely small and inconspicuous, albeit each with a long apical sensillum. The labial palpi consist each of 2 clavate segments with curved slender bases; the apical segment has a single apical sensillum. The foramen magnum is situated in a small funnel-shaped process extending rather prominently from the deeply excavated underside of the isolated cranium, but covered by the cervix in the entire insect. Fig. 2 , holotype in dorsal view, pilosity omitted. Fig. 3 , mandible of paratype, viewed from the midline looking laterad, to show the mandibular brush. Fig. 4 
